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Probably commissioned by Augustus Il (the Strong) or his son Frederick. The Dutch painter Dirk
Valkenburg is known for his still lifes depicting exotic fruits and paintings depicting various plantation
sections of the Dutch colony of Suriname in South America, which he visited for about a year in 1706 on
behalf of Jonas Witsen, the then Secretary of State in Amsterdam. Valkenburg studied under the Dutch
painter Jan Weenix, among others, and worked at various courts in Germany and for Prince Adam of
Liechtenstein in Vienna. He also decorated the royal Dutch palace, Het Loo Palace in Appeldorn, with
hunting scenes and paintings featuring plant and animal motifs. Foreign princes also tried to engage
him for commissions, but Valkenburg declined. His special painting skills lay in the reproduction of
movement and a wide variety of materials, which he adapted to the individual textures. This painting
displays typical still life elements, which Valkenburg combined with a very lively scene of a fight between
a cat and a dog over the cat's prey, making this painting a hunting piece at the same time. In particular,
the bird plumage and the fur of the cat and dog, as well as the detailed, light-reflecting surface treatment
of the leaves and grapes in the foreground of the painting, represent Valkenburg's painterly flair for a
wide variety of materials.
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