
Chaise de Commodité
Circa: Circa 1750

91 x 47 cm 
35.8267716535433 x 35.8267716535433" 

 
Circa 1750

91 x 47 x 42 cm (357/8 x 181/2 inches)

 
Walnut with floral motifs and cartouche carvings, flat backrest, arched feet

The commode, also known as a bedside stool and formerly a commode, was used for defecating or
urinating within the home until the early 20th century, when toilets were generally still located outside the
apartment or even the house. At that time, the commode usually consisted of a closed box or cupboard

with an opening at the top. This opening was closed by a hinged lid. The stool contained a tin or
earthenware pot that collected feces. Some commodes could also be used as a bedside table.

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the first mention of the commode dates back to 1410. In the
early modern period, the English royal court held the office of the Groom of the Stool, a high-ranking

courtier who assisted the king in using the commode and ablutions.[3] Due to the high degree of
familiarity with the monarch, the office developed over the centuries into an influential position, whose
responsibilities at times also included the administration of royal finances. The office was abolished in

1901.
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