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After a model by Flaminio Vacca (Rome 1538–1605)

Terracotta

The Medici lions are the two lion sculptures that were placed around 1598 on the staircase on the
garden side of the Villa Medici in Rome and moved to the Loggia dei Lanzi in Florence in 1789.

Each of these two mirror-image lions, facing each other, rests its paw on a globe, an allusion to the six
globes in the Medici coat of arms. Lions of this type are referred to as Medici lions in iconography and

the art trade. Due to their association with the Medici family, the lions became symbols of political
power and economic wealth, and were therefore frequently imitated and installed in appropriate

locations as symbols of power.

Flaminio Vacca was commissioned by the Medici to create his pair in the column capital, which came
from the Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus.
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